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Abstract

This review provides a comprehensive quantitative analysis of dairy consumption, pro-
duction, imports, and exports in Mongolia between 2015 and 2024. The findings revealed
a steady increase in per capita dairy consumption over the decade, particularly in urban
areas where the consumption of processed products, such as yogurt and cheese, has grown
significantly. Although the domestic production of raw milk and traditional dairy products
has remained relatively stable, industrially processed dairy products remain limited.
Consequently, Mongolia continues to rely heavily on imports of processed dairy items,
including powdered milk, whey, and cheese, with import volumes in 2024 approximately
25% higher than in 2015. In contrast, dairy exports remain modest, consisting mainly of
dried and traditional products, with China and Russia serving as primary destinations.
Notably, as of 2024, the total export volume was only approximately 10% of the total import
volume of dairy products. These findings underscore the requirement to strengthen
Mongolia's dairy-processing capacity and enhance its export competitiveness. Policy
initiatives should focus on advancing dairy processing technologies, standardizing product
quality to meet international standards, and diversifying the export markets.
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Table 1. Trends in the import of dairy products in Mongolia from 2015 to 2024 (unit, kg)

Years Yogurt Butter Cheese Milk, cream Conden;ﬁs, dried Whey Ice cream
2015 855,999.17 224,191.11 924,692.10 197,247.12 4,652,902.37 20,215.00 2,508,822.46
2016 783,852.42 292,366.25 720,746.00 4,464.00 3,641,319.74 28,546.56 2,396,747.82
2017 1,133,940.84 408,813.20 1,067,076.28 61,333.36 5,385,385.11 10,008.43 2,263,589.00
2018 1,475,524.55 327,480.91 1,396,208.50 101,458.89 5,865,560.73 12,715.42 2,496,167.24
2019 1,992,375.83 225,850.77 1,533,515.17 115,380.70 6,550,860.21 65,836.30 2,405,178.76
2020 2,429,285.91 264,475.49 1,745,677.62 123,711.84 5,723,403.63 100,187.72 2,198,506.36
2021 3,301,930.31 530,974.09 2,610,922.57 196,039.38 6,401,822.84 149,340.48 2,615,269.89
2022 3,129,488.08 433,171.18 2,615,345.18 226,502.40 6,234,224.57 151,852.58 2,455,938.81
2023 3,298,775.63 439,881.14 2,442,903.38 261,497.80 7,462,290.65 207,547.07 2,712,054.65
2024 4,108,689.72 459,710.95 3,409,205.79 342,915.28 5,757,398.89 224,351.75 3,055,983.28
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Fig. 1. Domestic ice cream production and major importing countries in Mongolia (2022).
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Table 2. Trends in the export of dairy products in Mongolia from 2015 to 2024 (unit, kg)
Years Yogurt Butter Cheese Milk, cream Copdensgd, Whey Ice cream
dried milk
2015 1,300.00 9.9 130 0 490.2 0 0
2016 23,274.80 1,690.00 10,542.10 360 6,092.00 55 0
2017 65,776.90 117.28 15,097.62 1,360.00 242,956.00 100 0
2018 30,306.00 375 6,070.98 1,980.00 120,287.50 100 0
2019 1,673.40 2,000.00 3,333.18 0 795 0 0
2020 199,298.76 299.6 42,039.40 0 0 0 0
2021 233,370.85 92.48 15,859.90 0 0 0 0
2022 1,636.50 86.4 5,388.50 0 10 0 0
2023 3,391.10 100.62 13,958.40 0 0 0 8,814.20
2024 1,289.10 40.67 6,846.60 200 0 792.24 0
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Fig. 2. Trends in the total export and import volumes of milk and dairy products in Mongolia from
2015 to 2024 (tons).
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